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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Wilson named new dean of multicultural affairs
After six years of working in Grand Valley 's Admissions office, Oliver
Wilson said he looks forward to continuing helping students reach their
goals in his new role as dean of Multicultural Affairs.
Wilson will begin his new duties today. He takes over the position that
was held on an interim basis by Mike Woods, who retired on May 1.
Wilson joined GVSU's Admissions office in 1997 and had most recently
served as associate director of minority recruitment.
He received a bachelor's degree and master's degree in public administration from the University of Wyoming. Wilson also played basketball
for the Cowboys.
"In terms of my career goals, this new position was in the cards," Wilson
said. 'Tm still able to provide services to students and help expedite
their transition to college life, or help with other concerns students
bring with them when they are away from home."
About 11 percent of Grand Valley's 20,000 students are minorities.
Wilson said his immediate goals as dean will be to enhance recruitment
and retention of minority students and ensure a welcoming environment
on campus.

Across Campus
FTLC expands department
To better serve faculty members, the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center has
added a part-time position to its staff.
Engineering Professor Ron Garrett was named
FTLC assistant director. While continuing to
teach classes, his primary FTLC responsibilities will be to work with part-time faculty
members and help strengthen the connection
between teaching and technology.
Since joining Grand Valley's faculty in 1991,
Garrett has initiated a seminar series for engineering faculty and professionals, served as a
FTLC faculty mentor, and led numerous technology projects for his department.
Catherine Frerichs, FTLC director, said
Garrett's skills will greatly aid part-time faculty and, in the long run, benefit students.

Wilson is active in the
Grand Rapids community
and serves as a board
member of the Black
Education Excellence
Program and Touchstone
Innovare, among other
organizations.
Grand Valley's Office of
Multicultural Affairs hosts
many programs and
events throughout the
year aimed at promoting
cultural diversity. The
office also sponsors three
minority cohorts
(Minority Business
Oliver Wilson will begin his new duties as
Education, Minority
dean of Multicultural Affairs today.
Science Education, and
Minority Teacher
Education) to increase students' academic success in these fields .

···-------------------------"Since so
many of our
Gen Ed courses are taught
by part-time
faculty, it was
especially
important to
offer them the
teaching assistance available
to other faculRon Garrett
ty," she said.
"The uses of technology in teaching are
increasing quickly, and it's essential to have
someone in the Pew FTLC with the expertise
to work closely with Educational Technology."
Garrett said he would like to promote the new
version of Blackboard, the course management
system, and Tegrity, a multimedia system to
support web-enhanced and online courses.

Facilities staff get new
opportunities
Facilities Services has found a solution to a
great problem. They now know what to do
with promising employees who need more
training to advance. Grand Valley worked with
Grand Rapids Community College to develop
an apprenticeship program that began in April.
Facilities Services consists of maintenance,
grounds, mail and custodial employees. The
idea is to take interested facilities staff through
eight abbreviated trade courses to give them
broad knowledge in many areas and prepare
them for maintenance positions.
Tim Thimmesch, director of Facilities
Services, presented the idea to the AFSCME
union last fall. The union and Facilities
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Mike Spofford, who is chief steward of AFSCME Local No. 2074, echoes
the win-win sentiment and said developing current employees for promotion and developing an objective review of candidates have been a goal of
the union. "I believe we are headed in the right direction," Spofford said.
"Both the university's and the union 's goals are to have a trained, qualified
pool of internal candidates that will fill their needs in the future."

collaborated
with the
community
college to
develop the
apprenticeship program.
"Facilities
staff have an
opportunity
Photo courtesy of David Feenstra
to receive the
training and
Maintenance staff members help develop the curriculum
for apprenticeship program at Grand Rapids Community
skills for
advancement College.
to a better
paying position," explained Thimmesch. "From my end, we invest in staff
that are already at the institution and are familiar with our environment,
faculty and staff."
The university is paying for employees to attend the courses, but they do
so on their own time. The classes meet once per week and the entire program will take about a year and a half to complete. The areas of study are
electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilation and air conditioning, construction,
masonry, sheet metal, painting and flooring.
Dave Feenstra, assistant maintenance supervisor and project manager, said
the Grand Valley staff helped create the curriculum. "Who better to create
the curriculum than the staff itself? They get to be hands on in a truly winwin situation," said Feenstra. "We get the benefit of improved skills and
employees get the benefit of improving their own futures and career paths."

This is a trial program. Eight people are taking the community college
courses right now. When they are finished, participants and Facilities
Services staff will evaluate the program to determine how successful it has
been and how many people have benefited.

New staff member joins
International Center
Elizabeth Rossmiller has joined the Padnos
International Center as global programs coordinator.
Rossmiller, who most recently was in a similar
position at Robert Morris University in
Pittsburgh, will be responsible for administration
and development of Grand Valley's 30 facultyled study abroad programs.
Elizabeth Rossmiller
She studied in Poland for a year at Uniwersit
Jagiellonski in Krakow after earning a master's
degree from Harvard University and working at
the Institute for the International Education of Students in Chicago.

"I've always enjoyed the nature of the work," she said. "I'm an academic at
heart and through this, I'm able to see tangible results as an administrator."
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Lisa Haynes, director of operations
for Pew Campus and regional centers

and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in sess ion and
biweekly during the summer. The submission

As a mayoral appointee to the Grand Rapids Parking
Commission, Lisa Haynes brings to the table 13
years of working in downtown Grand Rapids plus
the experience of helping implement Grand Valley's
successful transit system.

deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffi ll , editor, c/o
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 I 6-331 -2221.
Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an onl ine
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at

Haynes, director of operations for Pew Campus and
regional centers, was appointed by Grand Rapids
Mayor John Logie to the commission, which advises
city commissioners on parking and public transportation issues.

www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-

"The university has taken on the culture of public
transit. We've had great success with the Campus
Connector," Haynes said of the shuttle bus that runs
between the Allendale and Pew campuses.

lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

The number of riders on the connector rose 55 percent from 2000 to 2001. And when the Cook-De Vos
Center for Health Sciences opens, Haynes said she
anticipates similar success for the shuttle that will
run between the De Vos Center and the facility.
"We're getting comments now from students that
the shuttles are comfortable, easy, and they like the
safety of taking the bus," she said .

•

Haynes began
working at
Grand Valley
in 1999, just
prior to the
De Vos Center
opening. She
had been at
Amway Hotel
Corporation
for nine years.
Neither position was what
Lisa Haynes
Haynes anticipated when
she graduated from Grand Valley with a
hospitality/tourism degree. Her first choice was
cooking school, but the institution she applied to had
a two-year waiting list.
"Cooking is still my passion," she said.

GV Faces
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand
Valley by nominating someone for a profile.
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu, with names
and contact information.
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Across Campus
Airport officers participate in training
offered by GVSU's Criminal Justice
Education Center

Jane Toot, director of the School of Health Professions, said one of the most
exciting aspects of moving into the facility is the opportunity for faculty
members to interact on a consistent basis - something that had been difficult because programs were spread over two campuses.

Local airport personnel were the first homeland security group to take
advantage of recent anti-terrorism training offered through Grand Valley 's
Criminal Justice Education Center.

"We have the opportunity to engage in learning, teaching and scholarly
activities with academic, professional and community groups in a manner
that can benefit all constituencies," she said. "These opportunities have not
been brought together in this fashion before."

About 45 police officers and Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
personnel at the Gerald R. Ford International Airport participated in
"Counter-terrorism Training for the Front-Line Officer," held May 30 at the
airport. The goal of the six-hour seminar was to broaden officers' awareness
of terrorism and possible terrorist activities in this region, said Williamson
Wallace, assistant director of Grand Valley's Criminal Justice Education
Center and Police Academy. Topics - which included law enforcement
roles, international and domestic terrorist/extremist groups, and terrorism
indicators - were geared to "officers on the street," or those who work
with the public, said Wallace.
"It's the officers on the street that are corning into contact with people daily.
They're the eyes and ears of law enforcement," Wallace said. "The seminar
is meant to help equip them with a good understanding of terrorism, what
indicators to watch for, and safety actions."
In addition to its own police department, the airport employs TSA personnel who screen passengers and luggage and check documents. TSA
employees use many of the same investigative skills that police officers do,
Wallace pointed out.

The 215,000-square-foot facility also affords more room for equipment,
storage, and teaching space.
Teresa Beck, director of therapeutic recreation, said she tells students that
moving into the facility makes her feel like "I've died and gone on to college heaven." She explained that some therapeutic rec classes were held in
the Fieldhouse, making it difficult to teach concepts because of limited
space and other, ongoing activities.
"We require a big, empty room where we can get active," Beck said. "The
movement lab in the new building will allow us to teach in that room and
then go right into large group activities."
She said that more storage room means the program can house wheelchairs,
adaptive equipment for bowling, golf, fishing, and games for people with
disabilities.

Emergency management workshop

The airport training will be followed by 56 such seminars offered this year
to police officers throughout West Michigan. Training is now scheduled in
Grand Rapids, Ottawa County, Muskegon, Big Rapids, and Ludington.
Instructors are active or retired law enforcement officers from local agencies within the region.
There is no fee for the seminars. The training is funded by a grant from the
Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards.

New opportunities for programs
housed at Center for Health Sciences
When students and faculty from the Kirkhof School of Nursing and School
of Health Professions begin classes at their new facility, they will encounter
opportunities unique to Grand Valley.
Seven different academic programs will comprise the core of the CookDeVos Center for Health Sciences: nursing, clinical laboratory science,
occupational safety and health, occupational therapy, physician assistant
studies, physical therapy and therapeutic recreation. The first class to enroll
in Grand Valley's medical imaging program, about 11 students, will also
take classes there.

Photo by Heidi Noorman

Lori Hornbeck, assistant training officer for the Emergency Management
Division of the Michigan State Police, conducts a one-day workshop,
"Emergency Management for Higher Education Professionals," in the
Kirkhof Center on May 28. Sponsored by the Counseling and Career
Development Center, the workshop provided campus and community
members with an overview of crisis issues as they affect a university.

Hollywood comes to GVSU; Students shoot movie with veteran actor, photographer
Last year, students in Grand Valley State
University's Summer Film Project learned firsthand about "the industry" from Hollywood cinematographer Jack Anderson. This summer, students will again shoot a movie with Anderson
and another Hollywood veteran who will star in
their movie.
James Karen, actor in such movies as Wall
Street and Poltergeist and TV 's The Practice,
will be in Allendale for two weeks to take the
lead role in this summer's student production,
Flickering Blue. A 23-member student crew
will shoot the movie with Anderson and Karen
until about June 14.
This summer marks the ninth annual production
of Grand Valley's Summer Film Project, directed

by John Harper Philbin,
associate professor of
communications.
"In regular courses during the school year, students get to produce
their own short films
James Karen
with their peers and
develop their individual
voices as filmmakers. But the Summer Film
Project provides a unique opportunity to work
alongside seasoned pros," Philbin said.
Anderson's 25-year career includes such films
as Hook (Steven Spielberg) and Pretty Woman
(Garry Marshall) and TV series Mad About You
and Third Rock From the Sun. He spent six

weeks in Allendale last summer to help students
shoot The Freezer Jesus, which won the Grand
Jury Award for Best of Festival at the 2003
Kalamazoo Shorts Film and Video Festival.
This year's Flickering Blue, written by
Canadian Angelo Eidse tells the story of a
lonely 80-year-old man who turns off his TV
set and ventures out of his apartment on a walk
through the city in an attempt to reintegrate into
society. Many obstacles stand in his way.
Filming began June 1 at sites in downtown
Grand Rapids, the Allendale Campus, a local
mall, and other locales. Featured on-screen
will be local actors as well as actors cast
through the Screen Actors Guild in Chicago.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Paul Jorgensen, professor of computer science
and information systems, was interviewed by
WOOD-AM about self-destructive DVDs produced by the Disney Company.
Joseph H. Godwin, professor of accounting,
was interviewed by WOOD-TV 8 about financial
accounting statements.
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof School of
Nursing, was interviewed by WGVU-AM,
Michigan Radio, and WBRN-AM about nursing
school enrollments.
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu.

Sketches
David Blekhman, assistant professor of engineering, was selected as one of the Leadership
Development Initiative interns for the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). He
will be working with the Council on
Engineering.

Gordon Alderink, assistant professor of physical therapy, coauthored a paper titled,
"Assessment of Reliability of the Normalcy
Index for Children with Cerebral Palsy," presented at the Eighth Annual Meeting of Gait and
Clinical Movement Analysis Society, held in
Wilmington, Delaware. He was also appointed to
chair the Accreditation Committee of the Gait
and Clinical Movement Analysis Society.
Charles Pazdernik, assistant professor of
Classics, presented a paper, titled "Public
Officials as 'Slaves': The Master-Slave
Metaphor as Evidence of Political and
Administrative Cross-Pollination between West
and East in the Early Sixth Century," at the 38th
International Congress of Medieval Studies in
Kalamazoo.
Will Dickinson, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, titled "Dynamical
Spherical Geometry," at the annual Michigan
Section Meeting of the Mathematical
Association of America at Saginaw Valley State
University.

Azizur Rahman, assistant professor of engineering, wrote an article, titled "A New ZVT
DC-To-DC Full Bridge Converter," which was
published in IEEE Canadian Conference on
Electrical and Computer Engineering materials.

Mathematics fac ulty members Matt Boelkins,
David Coffey, Karen Novotny, Steve
Schlicker, and Akalu Tefera gave a presentation, titled "Enhancing the Mathematics Core,"
at the annual Michigan Section Meeting of the
Mathematical Association of America at
Saginaw Valley State University.

Jim Goode, professor of history and coordinator
of the Middle East Studies program, presented a
lecture, titled 'The US and Iran: What Have We
Learned in Fifty Years?" at California
Polytechnical State University in San Luis
Obispo.

Matt Boelkins, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, titled "A Capstone
Course in the Mature of Modem Mathematics,"
at the annual Michigan Section Meeting of the
Mathematical Association of America at
Saginaw Valley State University.

What's Ahead
AP Open Forum scheduled
The 12th Annual AP Open Forum is scheduled
from 11:30 a.m .-1 p.m. on Tuesday, June 17, in
the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center.
Sponsored by the Administrative Professional
Committee, the forum is an open discussion with
President Mark A. Murray and all executive offi cers on various campus issues. In past years,
questions have focused on staffing, salary, workloads, and university goals. Staff members can
submit questions in advance to their AP
Committee representative, or e-mail them to Tim
Timmesch at thimmest@gvsu.edu.
Beverages and cookies will be provided.
Participants are encouraged to bring their lunches.

Registrations taken for
Women's Center golf outing
Heads up, golfers. Grand Valley 's Women's
Center is offering an opportunity to spend a day
on the green while contributing to the educational
pursuits of members of the community.
Registrations are now being taken for the first
GVSU Women's Center Golf Tournament, held

Reva Kasman, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, titled "Teaching by
Example: Case Studies for Mathematics
Instructors," at the annual Michigan Section
Meeting of the Mathematical Association of
America at Saginaw Valley State University.
Paul Fishback, associate professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, titled "Mandelbrot
Sets in Matrix Rings: Tales of Binary and
Ternary Number Systems," at the annual
Michigan Section Meeting of the Mathematical
Association of America at Saginaw Valley State
University.
Yanzhong Huang, assistant professor of political science, testified before the CongressionalExecutive Commission on China Roundtable on
the implications of SARS epidemic for China's
public health infrastructure and political system.
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, presented a paper,
titled "A Test of the Variability and Usefulness of
SOLEC Indicators in Wetlands of Lakes Huron
and Michigan," at the Great Lakes Wetlands
Consortium in Long Point, Ontario.
William Morison, visiting assistant professor of
history, presented a paper, titled "Kritias the
Historian: Politicizing the Past," at the annual
meeting of the Association of Ancient Historians
2003 at the University of New Brunswick in
Fredericton, Canada.
Gary Brooks, associate professor of health professions, gave a presentation, titled "Overweight
and Obesity in Kent County, Michigan ," at the
Weight for Wellness Conference sponsored by
Healthier Communities of Spectrum Health.

···--------------------------August 12 at The Meadows on
Grand Valley's Allendale Campus.
Tee off for the scramble tournament is at 1:30 p.m. Registration is
$85 per person.
Jennifer Moss, anchor at WOODTV 8, will serve as mistress of ceremonies for the event, which
includes 18 holes of golf, with dinner and a silent auction beginning
at approximately 6:15 p.m. Golfers
will receive a gift bag, and those
fortunate enough to make a hole in
one are eligible to win a year's
lease on a car from Grand
Oldsmobile.
Arrangements are available for
non-golfers wishing to attend the
dinner and silent auction only.

Promoting the Women's Center Golf Tournament are, left to
right, former Women 's Scholarship recipient Faith Humphrey,
tournament co-chairs Jo Ann Wassenaar and Kristie Grant, and
Student Life Special Events Coordinator LeaAnn Tibbe. Tibbe
served as a mentor for Humphrey, who graduated in April.

Proceeds from the tournament will benefit the
GVSU Women's Scholarship, which grants scholarships to women attending college for the first
time or returning to college. Dollars raised will
also be used for such Women's Center programs
as the mentoring program, which teams women
students with mentors, its peer sexual assault education program, which coordinates presentations

on the topic for classrooms and organizations, and
to feature notable guests and events at GVSU.
The tournament welcomes all golfers, regardless
of gender or skill level. To register or for more
information, contact the GVSU Women's Center
at xl2748.

